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often characterised them as feminine, but in no case which we
came across did the statues represent other than the nude male
figure1; the navel is indicated by a raised disc. On the statue
with the contracting base, which is one of the best, the surface
modelling of the elbow-joint is clearly shown. The orbital
cavity in the figures on Raraku is rather differently modelled
from those on the ahu; in the statues on the mountain the
position of the eyeball is always indicated by a straight line
below the brow, the orbit has no lower border (fig. 72). On the
terraces the socket is constantly hollowed out as in the figure at
the British Museum (fig. 31).
The eye is the only point in which the two sets vary, with
the important exception that some on the mountain have a type
of back which never appears on the ahu. This question of back
proved to be of special interest: in some images it remained
exactly as when the figure left the quarry, the whole was convex,
giving it a thick and archaic appearance, particularly as regards
the neck; in other instances, the posterior was beautifully
modelled after the same fashion as those on the terraces, the
stone had been carefully chipped away till the ears stood out
from the back of the head, the neck assumed definite form, and
the spine, instead of standing out as a sharp ridge, was repre-
sented by an incised line. This second type, when excavated,
proved, to our surprise, to possess a well-carved design in
the form of a girdle shown by three raised bands, this was
surmounted by one or sometimes by two rings; and immediately
beneath it was another design somewhat in the shape of an
M. (figs. 64 and 106). The whole was new, not only to us, but
to the natives, who greatly admired it/ Later, when we knew
what to look for, traces of the girdle could -be seen also on the
figures on the ahu where the arm had protected it from the
weather. "It was afterwards realised with amusement that the
discovery of this design might have been made before leaving
England by merely passing the barrier and walking behind th$
statues in the Bloomsbury portico - One case "was found, a
. statue at Anakena, whete a ring was visible, not only on the
back but also on each of the buttocks, and in view, of stibsequent
information these lower rings became of special importance. . The
girdle in this case consisted of one line only; the detail of the
* The sole possible exception vr#s probably due to somefi&w w tfce stoo«.

